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Drugs, Poisons, and Alcohol Review
This will be collected on the day of the test.

1. What is forensic toxicology?


2. What does a toxicologist do?


3. Which is more common: poisoning murder or accidental drug overdose?

4. What is a drug?


5. Name the five classes of drugs and write a brief description of how the drug works and the overdose symptoms for that drug.
a.

b.

	c.

	d.

	e.

6. Summarize the federal laws about marijuana.   Summarize the Maryland laws.  What is the Department of Justice’s policy on marijuana enforcement?




7. What does “Schedule” mean, in terms of Federal drug law?  Describe the five different schedules.



8. What is the difference between a screening test and a confirmational test for drugs?



9. List the five screening tests—the name, what they test for, and the expected color change.
a.

b.

	c.

	d.

	e.


10. Give an example of a confirmational test for drugs.  Is this class or individual evidence?



11. Explain how to package up a sample of drugs found at a crime scene.


12. What is LD50?  Why is it a useful concept in the study of poisons?


13. “The dose makes the poison.”  Explain this quotation and its application the study of poisons.




14. Who were Alexander Gettler and Charles Norris?  What were their contributions to forensic science?


15. List the eight poisons discussed in “The Poisoner’s Handbook.”  


16. Cyanide—name the test used to detect it and symptoms of poisoning.

17. Arsenic—name the test used to detect it and symptoms of poisoning.

18. Describe the symptoms of poisoning for lead, carbon monoxide, radium, and thallium.  






19. What is the chemical name for alcohol?

20. Describe the three stages as alcohol passes through the body.






21. What are some factors that affect how quickly alcohol is absorbed?


22. How does a breathalyzer work?


23. What are the three field sobriety tests?

24. What are Maryland’s DUI laws?



25. What is the BAC of a 140 lb man who has drunk two drinks an hour for three hours?  Assume this is at the end of the third hour.  If he is over 21, can he legally drive? 
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Blood Alcohol Concentration Tables*


Body weight in pounds


Drinks 100 120 140 160 180 200 220 240
per hour 


1 0.05 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.02  


2 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.04


3 0.14 0.11 0.10 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.06 0.06


4 0.18 0.15 0.13 0.11 0.10 0.09 0.08 0.08


5 0.23 0.19 0.16 0.14 0.13 0.11 0.10 0.09


6 0.27 0.23 0.19 0.17 0.15 0.14 0.12 0.11


7 0.32 0.27 0.23 0.20 0.18 0.16 0.14 0.13


8 0.36 0.30 0.26 0.23 0.20 0.18 0.17 0.15


9 0.41 0.34 0.29 0.26 0.23 0.20 0.19 0.17


10 0.45 0.38 0.32 0.28 0.25 0.23 0.21 0.19


For Women


*Blood alcohol concentrations are expressed as percent, meaning grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters (per deciliter) of blood.
Tables are adapted from those of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, Harrisburg.


Body weight in pounds


Drinks 100 120 140 160 180 200 220 240
per hour 


1 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02


2 0.08 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.03


3 0.11 0.09 0.08 0.07 0.06 0.06 0.05 0.05


4 0.15 0.12 0.11 0.09 0.08 0.08 0.07 0.06


5 0.19 0.16 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.09 0.09 0.08


6 0.23 0.19 0.16 0.14 0.13 0.11 0.10 0.09


7 0.26 0.22 0.19 0.16 0.15 0.13 0.12 0.11


8 0.30 0.25 0.21 0.19 0.17 0.15 0.14 0.13


9 0.34 0.28 0.24 0.21 0.19 0.17 0.15 0.14


10 0.38 0.31 0.27 0.23 0.21 0.19 0.17 0.16


For Men


Master 5.1






image2.png
Blood Alcohol Concentration Tables*

For Women
Body weght n pounds
ks | 100 | 120 | w0 | w0 | w0 | 20 | 20 | 20
per hour
v 005 | oos | 005 |oos | oos | om | ooz | oo2
2 | oo | oo | 007 |oos | oos | oos | oos | oos
5 | o | on | o |oow | ooe | omr | ooe | oos
4 | o | o | o3 |on | ow | o | oo | oo
5 | om | o1 | o |omw | a5 [ on | ow | oo
6 |ow |om | o9 [ow |ois |om |on | en
7 | o2 | ow | ox [o0w |ow |ow | om | o
5 | os% | 0% | o2 |02 |ox |ow | ow | o
9 | om | om | o2 [0 |om |om | ow | o
W | oms | o3 | o |om |om |om | o1 | o
For Men
Body weightn pounds
Dinks | 100 | 120 | w0 | w0 | wo | w0 | 20 | 20
per hour
T 0or | 005 | oos ooz | om | om | ooz | oo
2 | oo |oos | oos |oos | oo+ | oos | oos | oos
5 | on |00 | oos | oo |oos | oos | oos | oos
4 Joms o2 | on |oos |oos | ooe | omr | oos
5 | o [ow | o5 [0 [on |0 | o | oo
6 |om o | o [ow [os [on | ow | oo
7 |om o= | o o [os |5 | o | on
& [om [os | om [ow [ow [os | ow | o
5 | os |om | o |om o o | os | om
W | o |om | om |om |om |ow | ow | o






F——




